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St. Andrew’s Vision
To be a place where God brings people
to become fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ who desire an ever deepening
relationship with Him.

St. Andrew’s Purpose
To Celebrate God with
PASSION FOR CHRIST AND COMPASSION
FOR PEOPLE

Thank you to our volunteers
for sharing their time, energy and
gifts in carrying out the mission
and ministries of St. Andrew’s.

So all can…..
Believe in Him
Belong to Him
Be Built Up to Him
Serve Him
Share Him

We appreciate you more
than you will ever know.

IN MEMORIAM
Members and Friends of St. Andrew’s who passed away in 2019

Emma Henning

Clarence Henning

Evelyn Caslick

Myrtle Leggatt

Jessie Lapp

Bruce MacDonald
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“Minding the Light”
THOUGHTS FROM REV. LARRY

“God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all.” (1 John 1:5)
From where I sit in the morning, when it is still dark outside, I can look out the bay window, over the field
which rolls down to a stream and just across the water to a hardwood bush. At this time of year, the trees are
bare and I can just make out a light blinking through the trees. It is a yard light from a neighbouring property
on the next side road over. If I shift in my chair to the left, the light disappears; if I shift too far to the right, the
same thing happens. I can only see the light from a certain spot.
You would probably agree with me that the intensity of the light does not change. When the light disappears it
is either my movement or perhaps trees in the wind which obstruct the view. The light is steadfast. From its
place of origin, it does not change.
God’s light is the gospel message. It is a transformational beam of hope fashioned before the creation of the
world which came into full view in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The light of Christ seeks to
radiate into the heart of every human being to cleanse, release from pain, lift up from captivity and give sight.
(Luke 4: 18) The light has never wavered; the message has never changed. Why then do we seem to have lost
it today?
I can think of only one reason: we ourselves have obscured it. Jesus was very clear in Matthew 5: 14 that if
you light a lamp, you put it on a lampstand for all to see. The world will not trumpet the gospel message. The
light that is in Christ must radiate from His followers.
The church is changing big time. In 1961, 97% of Canadians identified themselves as Christian. In the last
major census of 2011, that number had shrunk to 61%. It is startling that in 2011, 25% of Canadians ticked the
box, NO RELIGION.
Here at St. Andrew’s we have our work cut out for us. You may feel tired. You may feel disillusioned. I
know that some days I have to pull myself up by the bootstraps. But here is the good news: the message is just
as potent as it ever was. God’s desire to speak hope into a culture reluctant to commit to any message other
than negativity is just as strong. The light of Jesus is real.
In closing, as one of your pastors, I am grateful for the opportunity to be in ministry here. You continue to
challenge and stretch me, encourage me and remind me how important a faith community is. God bless you in
2020.
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Annual Congregational Meeting
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Wingham
Wednesday February 20, 2019
Twenty-eight members and adherents plus Rev. Carel Grundlingh and Rev. Larry Skinner met in the Fellowship Hall
at St. Andrew’s, Wingham at 7:30 p.m. for the annual business meeting. Meeting was postponed twice due to
inclement weather. Rev. Larry Skinner taught us a new chorus about worship and read from James 1: 2-17. He
shared about his upcoming trip to Kenya with his sons Donald and Stewart. They are to be working with a dairy
co-op with a focus on poultry production. Larry asked for prayer for an increased awareness of God working in the
lives of those on the trip.
Rev. Larry Skinner called for nominations for convener.
Motion by Hugh Clugston; that John Mann convene the meeting. All in favour. Motion carried. John accepted.
Larry then called for nominations for recording secretary.
Motion by Lorraine Clugston; that Louise Bloemberg record the minutes of the Annual Meeting. All in favour.
Motion carried. Louise Bloemberg accepted.
Larry called for scrutineers.
Arnold Taylor, Clayton Baird and Doug Conley volunteered to be scrutineers.
John Mann took the floor and asked for a review of reports as submitted for 2018:
Letter from Pastor Carel
Letter from Pastor Larry
Session Report submitted by Hugh Clugston, Clerk of Session
In Memoriam… names were read at the end of the meeting
Discipleship Ministry Teams
Ladies Bible Study submitted by Mary Campbell
Evening Home Bible Study submitted by Lorraine Clugston
VBS Blast submitted by Lauren Sutherland
Marilyn VanderWoude Campership Fund
Powerhouse submitted by Lauren Sutherland
Library submitted by Stephanie Bloemberg and Marilyn Baird
Fellowship Ministry Team submitted by Nancy Campbell
Outreach Ministry Team submitted by John Mann
Service Ministry Team submitted by Grant Currie
Worship Ministry Team submitted by Merle Underwood
correction to spelling Phil (C)alloway pg 18
Goforth Evening Auxiliary Submitted by Reta Hackett
Goforth Financial submitted by Lorraine Clugston
Ladies Auxiliary submitted by Verna Taylor
Ladies Auxiliary Financial submitted by Jo English
Good Samaritan Report submitted by John Mann
Trustee Report submitted by the Trustees of St. Andrew’s
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Minutes of Annual Congregational Meeting (cont’d)
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Wingham
Wednesday February 20, 2019
Motion by Clayton Baird; seconded by Joe Smith; that the reports be accepted with the correction to the spelling
of Phil Calloway on page 18
Business arising from the minutes: Nothing to report
Presbyterian Sharing:
2019 suggested allocation for St. Andrew’s from head office $14,851
Recommended allocation from Session $13,000
Moved by Corrie Nixon; seconded by Jo English; that we accept Session’s recommendation for Presbyterian
Sharing allocation of $13,000 for 2019. Motion carried.
Jo English commented that it has been several years since we met our allocation and was delighted that we
achieved our Givings goal in 2018.
Nomination for Trustees:
Arnold Taylor completed his three year term February 2019
Motion by Doug Conley; seconded by Verna Hodgins; that Arnold Taylor be re-elected as trustee for a three year
term ending 2022. Arnold accepted.
Motion by Merv Baker; seconded by Marg Mann; that nominations be closed.
Grant Currie and Margaret Stapleton will serve as Trustees until 2020 and 2021 respectively.
Board of Managers 2018 report:
Verna Hodgins, Chair of the Board of Managers captured the highlights of the past year.
Verna recognized those who served on the Board on the various committees and expressed appreciation to each
member for their service to St. Andrew’s.
Verna thanked the Ladies Auxiliary for their generous contribution ($4,500) to the Board. It is with sadness that the
Board accepts disbandment of this Auxiliary established 50+ years ago. The Ladies Auxiliary left money in a fund
with the hope that there will be another group established to carry on this ministry.
Financial Reports – 2019 Budget:
Shelley Sullivan, Chair of the Financial Committee presented the financial statements.
Motion by Shelley; seconded by Merv Baker; to accept the 2018 Financial Report including the 2019 Budget.
All In favour. Motion Carried
Capital Projects:
Shelley reviewed the future projects that the Board is considering:
Put siding on the furnace room….(The brick is soft and porous)
This was first presented to the congregation by Brian Sharpe at the annual meeting in 2017.
Repair interior wall that is cracked and damaged in the basement along the south side of the Fellowship Hall
and across from the janitor’s closet/ kitchen. The Board agreed to wait till spring and if the wall stays dry
they will proceed with repairs…….. it was noted that during the last major rainstorm, (after the asphalt resurfacing was done), the water drained away without incident. Erin and Joe contacted Drost
Construction, Eelman Construction and John Newell to obtain quotes. They will present their findings to the
new board at the next meeting February 27th.
Paint the “south” side of the roof (last done in 2010 at a cost of $5K)
Scott Gillespie was not successful in recruiting anyone to do this job.
Repair the exterior wall on the north side of the church (at the minister’s office)

7

Minutes of Annual Congregational Meeting (cont’d)
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Wingham
Wednesday February 20, 2019
Merv Baker will obtain a quote from Al MacDonald to repair the brick that has deteriorated at ground level. This
needs further investigation
The pavement in the parking lot is in poor condition…. Scott obtained a quote of 25K to resurface the parking lot.
The Board will put a sealer on the parking lot and paint the parking lines (budgeted for 2019)
Trustee Report:
Arnold Taylor reviewed the investments that came from the sale of the manse. The manse was sold in 2009 at a
value of 119,210.34
Moved by Arnold Taylor; seconded by Hugh Clugston; that the Trustee report be adopted as reviewed. Motion
Carried. All in Favour
Election of New Board Members:
The nominating committee, consisting of Chair of the Board of Managers and one representative
from each of the Ministry Teams, recommended four people for election to the Board of Managers for a three year
term ending 2022:
Moved by Lorraine Clugston; seconded by Arnold Taylor; that Jordan Sutherland, Rudy Bloemberg, Jeff Bloemberg and Jayne Collina serve a three year term AND Erin Schiestel extend her term for one more year ending
2020. Motion Carried. All in Favour
Examining Church Books in 2019:
Motion by Carel Grundlingh; seconded by Doug Conley; that Grant Currie and Arnold Taylor
examine the church books and financial statements for 2019. Motion Carried. All in Favour.
In Memoriam: John Mann read the names of members and friends who had passed away in 2018.








Jeanette Drost
Betty MacDonald
Eileen Niergarth
Shirley McKague
Janie Hastings
Marilyn VanderWoude
Martin Cretier

Expressions of Appreciation:
Pastor Larry expressed his appreciation to the Board and Session for their unequivocal commitment
to service. Larry commented that we are blessed for the way our Session, Board of Managers and committees work
together.
Louise Bloemberg recognized Jo English for her years of service as Treasurer of the Ladies Auxiliary;
Vena Grundlingh for doing an amazing job as secretary during our time of transition; Verna Hodgins for working
alongside the SMT and various committees to update job descriptions, policy and procedures, reviewing the
Leading with Care Document, apart from her duties as Chair of the Board.
A special thank you was also extended to our Ministers, Hugh as Clerk of Session, Grant Currie and
Arnold Taylor for financial advice, session members and the Board for continued support.
Motion by Arnold to adjourn the meeting
Rev. Carel closed in prayer.
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SESSION REPORT
Submitted by Hugh Clugston, Clerk of Session
During 2019 the Session of St. Andrew’s met a total of 10 times. Five of the meetings were
regular scheduled meetings. The other 5 meetings were held before serving Communion.
In January we sent an invitation to Rev. Paul Sakasov to be our anniversary speaker and he kindly
accepted.
At the end of December 2018 the Ladies Auxiliary disbanded. In January, Session formed an ad
hoc committee to help form a group from our congregation to carry on the existing functions of
the Ladies Auxiliary. A Social committee has been organized.
The wood carving that was given to our former Organist, the late Wm. Cameron, has been donated to St. Andrew’s by his widow. It was decided to hang it on the wall in the Choir Room.
We invited the congregation of the Wingham United Church to join us in June for a joint service.
They declined because their minister, Rev. Richard Hall, was retiring in June 2019 and their new
minister had not started with them.
On Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019, Rev. Carel Grundlingh baptized Macy Josephine Al, infant daughter of Richard and Holly Al.
Ava Barbara Ange Chester, infant daughter of Brendan and Emily Chester.
Norah Margaret Grace Marks, infant daughter of Lucas and Leanne Marks.
Arnold Taylor was elected to be our Representative Elder and Doug Conley was elected to be our
Alternate Representative Elder.
On Sunday, May 26, Mr. Henry Reinders from Knox Presbyterian Church in Meaford was our
guest speaker. He has travelled with the Canada Foodgrains Bank and he gave a very informative
talk on the workings of the Foodgrains Bank and encouraged our congregation to continue to
support our local Foodgrains Bank project.
The congregation at Knox Presbyterian Church in Belmore graciously agreed to hold their Church
services at 9:00 o’clock during the months of July and August. That allowed our congregation to
hold our summer Church services at 10:30 a.m.
In September, Dan Snell resigned as an Elder and as a communicant member of St. Andrew’s.
His wife, Heather and his son Jonathan also asked to withdraw their membership from our
Church.
Session gave Powerhouse permission to hold Powerhouse at the same time as our Church
Services (11:00 a.m.) starting in January 2020. This decision will be reviewed at our meeting in
May 2020.
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SESSION REPORT cont’d

In November we had a meeting with the Session of Knox Presbyterian Church in Belmore.
They reported that they appreciate the stability that the partnership has given their congregation.
They also stated that working with our treasurer, Louise Bloemberg, is going very well.
At the November meeting, Dirk Rylaarsdam resigned as an elder.
On Christmas Eve, offering containers were set out at each entrance to receive donations for the
Marilyn VanderWoude Campership Fund. The sum of $400.00 was given.
As we progress through 2020, please pray for God’s guidance to each member of Session and
especially for Rev. Carel Grundlingh and his family and Rev. Larry Skinner and his family.

COMMUNION ROLL STATISTICS, SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION AND
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

COMMUNION ROLL STATISTICS:
Communicant members on December 31, 2018 ……………………….175
Added to the Roll ………………………………………………………
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Removed from the Roll:
By death………………………………………………………………… 5
By motion of Session…………………………………………………… 5
By request………………………………………………………………. 7
Total Communicant members on December 31, 2019…………………164

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION:
The Sacrament of Holy Communion was celebrated on four Sundays in 2019 with an average of
81 members and friends served. Communion was also served during the Good Friday Service.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Three children; namely, Macy Josephine Al, Ava Barbara Ange Chester and Norah Margaret
Grace Marks were baptized on Mother’s Day.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM ANNUAL REPORT
January 2020
Psalm 30:4 (NIV) “Sing the praises of the Lord, you His faithful people; praise His holy name.”
The Worship Ministry Team is devoted to providing worship services that exalt and revere our Heavenly
Father. Members of the Team are: Rev. Carel, Rev. Larry, Louise Bloemberg, Shelley Sullivan (Chair),
Tim Sullivan, Jane Tolton, Michaela Tolton and Merle Underwood.
During 2019, our Team experienced an eventful year and one with many blessings. With dedication and
commitment, St. Andrew’s congregation has certainly continued to amaze us. We are truly blessed when
we think of all those who have given of their time this past year to provide meaningful music to praise
our Lord, and to be there wherever help was needed.
There were a number of people resign from the Worship Ministry Team itself, from our music schedule,
as well as from the schedule for Sound, Visuals and Recording, during 2019. This took a bit of wind out
of our sails at the time, however, it is always astonishing to see how many people come forth when there
is a need. We are so grateful to the faithful people who show up every Sunday morning to make sure we
have our systems in place and ready to go; thank you to the following: Nathan Laidlaw, Paul Tolton,
Joanne Taylor, Jordan Sutherland, Emmitt Atton, Pam Smith, Noah Bloemberg, Emily Chester, Michaela,
Logan, Caleb and Jane Tolton, Jacob, Connor and Colson Smith.
We are pleased to have a new Youth Praise Team in place as of last fall, led by Colson Smith as Team
Leader, who performs along with Jacob, Conner and Hunter Smith, Mary Porter, Wyatt Porter and Ben
Pittock. It is a pure delight to hear them sing and play their instruments on a Sunday morning and we are
so grateful.
Thank you to the talented people who are honoured to praise and show love for God, as we are grateful
to those who lead us in worship; Jamie Newson, Colson Smith, Shaun and Bonnie Marshall and Marian
Eadie, along with their company of other musicians and singers. A special note to acknowledge the years
of dedication to St. Andrew’s given by Reta Hackett as a past leader of worship.
Due to the Congram Family Memorial Fund, in memory of Harold Elliott and Isabel (Lockhead) Congram,
Wilfred and Elsie Congram, Charles and Ada (Elliott) Congram and Marilyn (Congram) VanderWoude, we
were able to purchase a camera early in 2019. The congregation can now enjoy seeing baptisms,
children’s story time, communion and other activities at the front of the church. A new projector was also
purchased with money from this fund. Many thanks to Rev. Carel and to all those involved in making this
project happen.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM ANNUAL REPORT cont’d
Special Events: The Worship Ministry Team was involved in the Muskrat Festival at Riverside Park and of
course, we were involved in Carol Fest in December.
Once again, Carol Fest was an absolute success. St. Andrew’s, decked in full Christmas décor, was honoured
to have hosted this event. We want to express many thanks to the organizers of the concert and all the choir
members who came out to practise each week. Thank you to both Nancy Skinner for conducting the music,
and to Marg Beard, who accompanied on the piano to provide us with a selection of beautiful songs.
St. Andrew’s Choir certainly made us proud. Christmas decorations were tasteful and meaningful with thanks
to the artistic skill of Michaela and Jane Tolton. Also, we want to say thank you to the Social Committee for
providing refreshments following the concert.
Special Guest Music in 2019:
Joseph Smith – Easter Sunday
Joel Snell and Team – Easter Sunday
Emily Bloemberg - Twice During August
Elise Puska – Anniversary Sunday
Joy Rutherford – Remembrance Day
Honour in Song – “The King’s Quest” - November 24th
Emily Bloemberg - Christmas Eve “Be Born in Me”
A thank you to the above for their amazing talent and musical presentations.
Decorating: Throughout the year we are blessed to celebrate many holidays and celebrations. The church is
always beautifully decorated in the Narthex and Sanctuary by a talented group of people. We give many
thanks to Verna Taylor, Vena Grundlingh and Shirley McKague for their gifts of time and skill.
Our Ministers: Throughout 2019 our ministers continued to deliver powerful sermons, and of special note
were “The Prototype Disciple” during the winter months, “Giving It Up” during Lent, “Remembrance Day:
God Remembers” and “Advent: In Their Shoes,” throughout December. We give many thanks to both Rev.
Carel and Rev. Larry for their inspiration and guidance to bring the people of our church closer to Jesus, our
Lord and Saviour.
“The gift of language combined with the gift of song was given to people, that they should proclaim the
word of God through music.”
Martin Luther

Submitted by: Shelley Sullivan
12

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY TEAM - January 2020
Powerhouse children's ministry continues to serve the children of our
congregation and community on Sunday mornings. The average attendance
is approximately 20 children.
The volunteers responsible for the program are Tanya Toll, Phillip Smith, Lauren Sutherland,
and Heather-Lyn Smith. We appreciate extra support from Larry Skinner, Connor Smith and
Hunter Smith.
Special events this past year included a wrap-up party BBQ, with Powerhouse families
gathering at the Smith home for fun, food, a campfire and fellowship.
There have been several Powerhouse Partners Sundays with special themes and speakers. The
children and their leaders worked very hard to prepare Christmas and Easter performances
during church service which were very well-received.
Powerhouse enjoyed a successful Christmas Season. The hard work of the children and
teachers paid off with a well-received performance during the December 15 church
service. What a blessing to have such a talented and enthusiastic group of kids to work
with. We are looking forward to the changes the New Year will bring.
As of January 19, 2020 Powerhouse is changing its time. We will be meeting during the 11:00
service. We are excited about this change as it will allow our Powerhouse families to join us in
church service as well as allow for more volunteers from the congregation.
We feel so blessed and grateful for the opportunity to share the love of Jesus with these children and their families. We ask for continued prayer and support for Powerhouse, as we minister to the future of St Andrew's.
Submitted by Heather Lyn Smith
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY TEAM - January 2020 cont’d
CAMP KINTAIL
During the summer of 2019, seven children were able to attend camp due to
our help.
Donations were made to the Marilyn VanderWoude Camp Kintail Campership
Fund that allowed us to support these families financially.
On Christmas Eve a freewill offering was taken and we were delighted to put $400
towards the 2020 Camp Kintail Program! The DMT report in the Fall reminded us that this
fund encompasses more than just sending kids to camp. Kintail is a secure place,
physically, spiritually, and emotionally. Kids are encouraged in their faith and
strengthened in their relationship with God. It is a place where they learn new skills,
utilize the gifts that God has given them and develop personal relationships too.
It is the intention of this church to use the money in this fund to respond wholeheartedly
and with an attitude of love and generosity to the needs in our community.
Thank you for your continued support!
What a wonderful opportunity to be part of our children’s lives.
TOGETHER ….. WE make a difference.
Submitted by Phil Smith
Chair of Discipleship Ministry Team

LIBRARY NEWS
First of all, thank you to all of our library patrons. It is our desire to
have the library accessed to supplement each person's spiritual
learning and growth as well as entertain our users through our fiction books and DVDs. In saying that, we are in the process of
brainstorming ideas on how to better meet the needs of our congregation as well as inspire and motivate more people to take advantage of our resources. We would like to hear from you. If you
have any questions or suggestions, please let us know.
Your library committee,
Stephanie Bloemberg and Marilyn Baird
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GROUP STUDIES
Ladies' Bible Study
Ladies' Bible Study met in the fall of 2019 to do a DVD and study by Max Lucado on
the topic Be Anxious for Nothing. Nineteen women participated. The study centred on
teachings from the book of Philippians.
The Case for Christ
Rev. Larry Skinner led a study on the book The Case for Christ, on Monday evenings
from March 25 to May 6. We ended the series with the movie by the same name as
we followed Lee Strobel's search to discover who Jesus Christ really is.
Home Bible Studies
In the winter of 2019, the group meeting at Clugstons’ studied John Chapter 11 to
the end of the gospel. In the fall, they studied Acts 1: - 7: They will continue to study
the stories in the Book of Acts in 2020.
The group meeting at Marilyn Woods' house studied Glory Days by Max Lucado in the
spring and in the fall began a study on New Testament characters.
The group meeting at Mary Campbell's house studied More to your story by Max Lucado during the winter of 2019.
Submitted by Lorraine Clugston
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FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY TEAM
The Fellowship Ministry Team continues to provide a variety of activities and events for the enhancement of
our church community.
We say a heartfelt thank you to all those who so willingly volunteer with food donations, talents and time.
Those who act as greeters and ushers for Sunday services make sure that everyone feels welcome. Drivers and
visitors to Retirement and Nursing Homes help to keep those members in touch. To those who assist in the
kitchen, provide food for meals and coffee hours, we sincerely thank you. Our church community is so blessed.
Activities for 2019.
January -

Coffee Hour January 27th.

February - Beach Party Fun Night. February 2nd
Our annual Fun Night saw approximately seventy people of all ages
participate in a great variety of games and activities. Smiles abounded.
Snow Day was held on February 17th at the home of Heather and Dan
Snell. What a great afternoon of tubing on the hills, snowmobile rides and
refreshments.
Coffee Hour - February 24th - Monetary Donations for Camp Kintail
activities were collected.
March -

Pulled Pork Luncheon - March 24th.

April -

Hymn singing at Braemar Retirement and Nursing Homes celebrating
Easter. April 14th.
Coffee Hour - April 28th.

June -

Tim Horton’s gift cards were given to the four students who graduated
from high school in 2019.
A visitor pamphlet showing the layout of the church as well as church
activities was prepared and placed at the front and side entrances.
People who are greeting will be able to hand them out to visitors.

July -

Campfire at Snell’s Pond. Saturday, July 13th.

August -

Coffee Hour. August 25th.

September- Afternoon outing to see “ Old Time Country Gospel “ at the St. Jacob’s
Schoolhouse on Saturday, September 28th followed by supper at the
“Harvest Moon “ Restaurant.
Coffee Hour September 29th.
October -

Coffee Hour following the Anniversary Service October 20th.

November- Ham and Scalloped Potato Luncheon Sunday, November 24th.
Honour in Song youth were our guests.
Submitted by,
Nancy Campbell, Chair
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OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
ANNUAL REPORT 2019
2020 MISSIONS UPDATE:
St. Andrew's has been faithful in supporting Tom Pettigrew in his work with Intervarsity
Christian Fellowship over the past 10 years. Tom will be leaving his post as Director in the
Maritimes as soon as his replacement is found He is moving on to new challenges and asks
for your continued support of IVCF.
Rebecca Sage is changing her location. She was in Bobcaygeon with Youth for Christ and
will be moving to Lakefield in 2020.
NEWS FROM 2019
The OMT saw a change in the fall when Dirk Rylersdaam resigned his position. The
committee thanks Dirk for his efforts with the Foodgains project over the last few years.
The church facilities continue to be used by the congregation and the community for both
regular and special occasions. Wedding receptions, special birthdays and anniversaries, a
bake sale by the Horticultural Society and a church games night as well as our regularly
scheduled users the AA, Girl Guides and Community Kitchen made the Fellowship Hall a
busy place.
North of 50 continues to offer a friendly monthly gathering, as well as special meal events
throughout the year. If you are free on the second Thursday of the month meet with us in the
Upper Room at 10:00 a.m. over coffee, tea and goodies for an enjoyable time of friendship
and conversation. Invite your friends!
Your generous support of the North Huron Food Share continues to be much appreciated.
Not sure what is needed? Check the bulletin at the end of each month for a list of their
needs. These are suggestions and everything is welcome.
In 2019 the Congregation contributed the following through the Outreach Ministry Team:
Samaritan's Purse Indonesia
Julia Norman
Foodgrains Bank
Back pack program (Sal. Army)
Bahamas Relief (Samaritan's Purse)
Rebecca Sage
Total

565.00
1,520.00
1,415.00
495.00
2,555.00
590.00
7,140.00

The OMT wishes to thank the Congregation for their continued support.
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GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 2019
The Good Samaritan Fund, established in 1982 by Session on the recommendation of
Rev. Paul Mills, continues to offer aid to persons who find themselves in need of
financial assistance. The fund is supported entirely by donations from the congregation
of St. Andrew's.
Paul To1ton now replaces Dirk Rylaarsdam on the committee.
If you, or someone you know, is in need of assistance please contact a member of the
committee (Clayton Baird, Paul Tolton or John Mann). All matters are held in strict
confidence.
Donations to the fund may be placed in your envelope givings on Sunday. Just mark the
amount and "Good Samaritan Fund" in the section" Specified Other".
INCOME
Balance forward December 31, 2018
Contributions in 2019

899.27
210.00
1,109.27

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES
There were no requests made in 2019. This is the first time in 37 years that we have not
been called upon for assistance. Let us pray that this is the start of a positive trend.
Bank Balance December 31, 2019

1,109.27

Respectfully submitted,
John H. Mann, Chair
Good Samaritan Fund.
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Goforth Executive 2020
Past President -

Karen Webster

President -

Laura Newson

1st Vice President Secretary -

Bev Foubert

Treasurer Expense Treasurer-

Lorraine Clugston

Cradle Roll -

Shirley McKague

Nursery Co-Ordinator -

Nancy Campbell
Mary Campbell

Braemar Co-Ordinator -

Lorraine Clugston

Pianist -

Catherine MacDonald

Friendship and Service -

Marg Mann
Marilyn Baird
Marilynn Lapp

Associate Members -

Verna Taylor
Corrie Nixon

Examiners 2020 -

Marilynn Lapp
Trudy Thomson

Nominating Committee -

Lorraine Clugston
Corrie Nixon
Karen Webster

Grocery Tapes -

Doris Taylor
Note
If you are giving by cheque please make it payable to
“Goforth Auxiliary”
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GOFORTH REPORT JANUARY 2020
Women’s Missionary Society
of The Presbyterian Church in Canada
To follow our Purpose, in response to the love of God in Jesus Christ, we encourage one another and
all the people of the church to be involved in local and world mission through:
Prayer: Each meeting includes prayer. Members pray for the mission people that we support and for
the students who are studying away from home. In addition, many of our members take part in the
Prayer Chain of St. Andrew’s church and the monthly prayer initiatives.
Study: Speakers in 2019 included Kathy Whatley who talked about life as a missionary and as a
servant of God; Rev. Carel Grundlingh and Paul Tolton talking about their mission work with
Samaritan’s Purse in Nova Scotia following flooding there; Rev. Larry Skinner talked about his trip to
Kenya and the support given to agricultural projects there; a Bible study on Jacob and though he had
flaws, he was chosen by God;
Resources: Glad Tidings, internet, devotional books from the church library and members’ own
collections
Service: monthly worship services at local retirement and nursing homes; collection of stamps to aid
the Leprosy effort; collection of grocery tapes to raise money for the Marilyn VanderWoude
Campership Fund, Mama Hope in Africa and Samaritan’s Purse (Bahama hurricane relief); collection
of personal items for mothers who access the Christmas Bureau; special Christmas offering for Youth
for Christ (Rebecca Sage); collection of toiletries, medical supplies and pneumonia vests for the
Stratford Mission Supply Depot- several members have travelled to Stratford to assist at the Mission
Depot; distribution of Prayer Shawls which are given to those having a difficult time in their life; linking to, with cards and prayer, students studying away from home; cards sent to shut-ins and those
with illnesses; scheduling of child care for time of church services; baptismal gifts for little children;
collection of socks and underwear for Evangel Hall, Toronto; presented a collection of scripture bookmarks and toiletries to Ethnos.
Fellowship: June- extended a welcome to all ladies of our church for a potluck supper and to hear a
guest speaker; we helped fellow member, Jo English, celebrate her 100 th birthday; a light lunch and
fellowship follows the regular meetings; several members travelled to Camp Kintail for “Cake by the
Lake”.
Submitted by Karen Webster/ Kathy Armstrong.

Glad Tidings Secretary
7 ladies had subscriptions to the Glad Tidings magazine for 2019. The Glad Tidings magazine will
come to an end with the Nov/Dec issue. In the spring of 2020 a commemorative issue to celebrate
the many years of Glad Tidings will be published and sent to all subscribers at no charge.
Submitted by Marilynn Lapp
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GOFORTH REPORT JANUARY 2020 cont’d
Associate Members
Corrie Nixon and Verna Taylor visited our 5 associate members in 2019
Respectfully Submitted by Verna Taylor
Friendship & Service
We sent out 5 cards in 2019
Submitted by Marilyn Baird, Marg Mann
Leprosy Mission
Used postage stamps, old post cards and entire envelopes prior to 1950 were mailed to the Leprosy
Mission Canada. Thank you for your donations and please continue to collect.
Submitted by Marilynn Lapp
ValuMart Tapes
May - $100 Mama Hope in Kenya
Sept - $100 Samaritan's Purse Hurricane Relief
over 2/3 of the way to another submission for another $100
Submitted by Doris Taylor
Cradle Roll
This year at St Andrew's we have been blessed with the addition of three children on our cradle roll
Macy Al daughter of Richard and Holly Al
Ava Chester daughter of Brendan and Emily Chester
Norah Marks daughter of Lucas and Leanne Marks
A gift was presented to each child and their picture taken and placed in Cradle Roll album in the
nursery.
Respectfully Submitted by Shirley McKague
Junior Congregation and Nursery
Junior Congregation and the Nursery have provided care for children during the church service.
Usually two to six children participate in this time during which snacks and activities are provided for
them. We are extremely grateful for all those who so willingly assist us. Our volunteers are
remarkably good at switching Sundays with someone else when necessary. This is so helpful in
keeping the program running smoothly.
Beginning in January we will only be responsible for providing 2 volunteers for nursery as the older
children will be attending Powerhouse which will be happening during the church service.
Powerhouse and nursery children will be dismissed following the children's time. When there is no
Powerhouse we will cover both nursery and Jr. congregation as usual.
Submitted by Mary Campbell, Nancy Campbell
Braemar Co-ordinator
Goforth planned worship services for Braemar Nursing Home and Braemar Retirement Home for 9
months in 2019. Rev. Carel Grundlingh, Rev. Larry Skinner and Goforth members led hymns songs
and prayers and brought devotions for the residents on Sunday afternoon. We are pleased to serve
in this way.
Submitted by
Lorraine Clugston
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

After several years of devout commitment to our church family and community the Ladies
Auxiliary disbanded. As a result of this decision, a group of enthusiastic individuals met to
discuss the need for this service to continue and St. Andrew’s Social Committee was formed.
The Social Committee is very grateful for the ongoing support and guidance received from the
former Ladies Auxiliary…..THANK YOU EACH AND EVERY ONE!!
As reported in previous 2019 Newsletters, Social Committee Members include:
Co-Chair

Trudy Thomson

Leader 1

Debbie Currie

Co-Chair

Verna Hodgins

Leader 2

Clayton Baird

Secretary

Shelley Sullivan

Member

Marilyn Baird

Treasurer

Louise Bloemberg

Member

Verna Norgate

We are an active group of individuals who are committed to provide lunches and meals for
various events such as funerals, special dinners and other church celebrations.
2019 Activities of the Social Committee included:
·

Successful completion of Food Handler Training Course;

·

Serving guests at the 100th Birthday celebration for Jo English;

·

Preparation and serving of a Roast Beef Dinner for Presbytery members;

·

Serving guests following the 2019 Carolfest;

·

Preparation and serving of food at five funeral luncheons.

The Social Committee will be meeting January 15th to discuss a number of agenda items including possible fundraising initiatives. As previously reported, our committee welcomes any
and all fundraising ideas for future consideration, which can be directed to any committee
member or the church secretary.
Watch and Listen UP for future updates as they become available!
Matthew 18: 20 “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them”.
Submitted by Verna Hodgins
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SERVICE MINISTRY TEAM
ANNUAL REPORT
The Service Ministry Team for St. Andrew’s consists of Grant Currie, Arnold Taylor, Doug
Conley.
The Service Ministry Team was formed in 2008 and works towards the following criteria:
> Manage and provide guidelines for human resources of St. Andrew’s
> Work closely with Ministers/Board of Managers/Ministry Teams in matching individuals and
ministries in order to manage human resource needs of all teams.
> The Service Ministry Team does not directly supervise any individuals. In conjunction with
direct supervisors, assist where necessary, with interviews/education/evaluation of Church
employees.
> Assist Ministry Teams/Board of Managers with interviews/evaluation of volunteers
> Create a positive atmosphere about serving God with the Church so that congregants find
meaning and relevance in what they do
> Guide and help congregants find their God-given niche in life
> Assist the Ministers and Board in overseeing personnel matters
> Assist the Board in overseeing Health and Safety Standards for St. Andrew’s

In November 2019 the Service Ministry Team requested feedback from Church Ministers/
Ministry Teams/Board of Managers to assist in completing independent year - end reviews of
Church Janitor and Secretary-Treasurer.
The Service Ministry Team will complete Independent personnel reviews for the positions of
Janitor and Secretary-Treasurer for 2020
In 2020 the Service Ministry will undertake a review of Leading With Care.
In 2020 the Service Ministry Team will communicate with Ministry Teams to determine any
requirements for Ministry Team members.

Submitted by Grant Currie, Chair, Service Ministry Team
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TRUSTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2019
Submitted by Grant Currie, Margaret Stapleton, Arnold Taylor – Trustees of St. Andrew’s

Opening Balance January 1, 2019

$101,767.31

Accrued Interest paid Jan. 19/19

$ 1,934.60

YTD Savings Acct. Interest

$

238.89

Account Balances as at Dec. 31/19
Libro GIC maturing July 19, 2020 @ 2.30%

$62,866.48

Accrued interest payable Jan. 19/20 ($1,445.93)
Libro GIC maturing Jan. 19, 2021 @ 2.05%

$23,838.15

Accrued interest payable Jan. 19/20 ($488.68)
Investment Savings Account

$17,193.86

Balance Dec. 31, 2019

$103,898.49

(accrued interest payable Jan.19/20 $1,934.60)

Notes To Financial Statement
Libro Class P Profit Shares as at Dec. 31/19 ($759)
Libro Membership Share ($50)
Investments were from the original sale of manse in June 2004 ($119,210.34)
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BOARD OF MANAGERS
YEAR IN REVIEW 2019
Board Chair: Erin Schiestel
2019 was a busy year, with the board accomplishing a number of tasks. This includes the completion of improvement projects in the church, caring for the church and church grounds, and
taking a careful look at the finances of the church.
The Board of Managers conducted regular meetings on January 9, February 27, April 10, June
12, September 11, November 13, 2019 to address board business. A productive meeting with
Session and Ministers was held on November 13th, giving all parties a chance to discuss various
topics such as:
2019 Financial Reports as of October 31, 2019
2019 Capital Expense projects
Recruitment of Nominating Committee members for the 2020-2022 Board of Manager replacements
Ministry team budget requests
Session Communications
Projects Completed:
As noted in previous newsletter reports, work completed to date includes:
External Committee Work:
Parking Lot:
In July, Liquid Nite was hired to apply a coating to our parking lot. This will help to extend the
life of the asphalt. Following this, new lines were painted in the parking lot.
Repairs to Brick Wall:
It was brought to the attention of the board that the brick on the outside wall on the north
side of the church was in need of repair. Al MacDonald was hired and has made the repairs to
the brick wall.
Fall Clean Up
Unfortunately the weather did not allow us to hold a fall clean up this year; however, we did
have some dedicated church members who gave their time and energy to ensure our church
grounds were ready for winter. Thank you to Sylvia Gibson who winterized the church flower
beds, helping to ensure our plants withstand the winter weather. We would also like to thank
Bill Versteeg, who collected and disposed of the leaves on multiple occasions.
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BOARD OF MANAGERS cont’d
Fall Clean Up

Bill raking the leaves.

Sylvia working diligently in the flower beds.

Internal Committee Work:
Repairs to the walls in the Fellowship Hall
The cracks in the walls in the Fellowship Hall as well as outside the kitchen and both
washrooms were all repaired. Following this, the walls received a fresh coat of paint
and the curtains were all removed, cleaned, and hung back up.
Fire Drill
In accordance with St. Andrew’s Fire Plan, the annual fire drill was held immediately
following our regular Sunday service on October 27, 2019.
Thank you to Joe Smith, Rudy Bloemberg, and Julia Norman for helping to plan and
facilitate this drill.
Finance Committee Work:
This Finance Committee has worked diligently to ensure the congregation has up - to
- date information on the financial activities of the church.
The 2020 draft Operating Budget has been initiated for presentation and approval at
the upcoming Annual Meeting. Thank you to all Ministry Teams for the submission of
their requested 2020 budget figures.
As we move forward through 2020, please prayerfully consider the financial need for
our church.
“For nothing will be impossible with God”. (Luke1:37)
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BOARD OF MANAGERS cont’d
PAR Givings
By giving regularly to our church family you help nurture our congregation and support our
church home.
Benefits of PAR
Receiving regular donations through PAR plan benefits our congregation in several ways:
 Provides a convenient and effective way to give faithfully, in a consistent manner, as you
have determined;
 Allows congregants to think through their giving pattern;
 Increases regularity of offerings;
 Reduces the seasonal low giving periods;
Provides a substantial foundation for budgeting.
PAR giving also includes Presbyterian Sharing and Presbyterian World Service and
Development. Through Presbyterian Sharing, your gifts help start new congregations, train
new ministers, equip leaders and send mission personnel to serve partners around the
world. You help translate the Bible, support leadership development, minister to remote communities, and reach out to native communities. These are just a few of the ways that
Presbyterian Sharing is making a difference! Your gifts can also help Presbyterian World
Service and Development respond to disasters when they happen and help people around the
world overcome long-term poverty.
For further information concerning PAR Plan in this congregation, please contact
Louise Bloemberg.

Nominating Committee
“Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with
singing!” (Psalm 100: 2)
A Nominating Committee has been struck to offer five gifted believers the opportunity to use
their spiritual gifts and Interpersonal skills to serve on the Board of Managers for a three year
term.
The duties of the Board of Managers include caring for the church’s property and overseeing
its finances. When each of us takes our turn, we are building a stronger church community
and our understanding of the needs of St. Andrew’s.
These nominations will be brought forward for approval at the upcoming Annual Meeting in
February 2020 and will be announced in the Board of Managers’ Newsletter. Please prayerfully
consider accepting this important role.
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BOARD OF MANAGERS cont’d
Retiring Board of Managers
The Board of Managers wish to extend a heartfelt Thank You to retiring board members:
Shelley Sullivan (Finance Committee Chair and Co-Chair of the Board), Julia Norman (Internal
Committee), Joe Smith (Internal Committee) and David Wall (Internal Committee) for their
dedication and service to St. Andrew’s during their term of office on the Board.
These individuals have been dedicated board members, sharing their spiritual gifts in a variety
of ways to fulfill their role on the board.
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering
God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

Acknowledgments
The Board would like to share our gratitude to Louise Bloemberg and Joe Smith for their incredible work ethic and dedication to our church.
Thank you to Reverend Carel Grundlingh and Reverend Larry Skinner for their ministry and
commitment to St. Andrew’s.
Thank you to Session and all the Ministry Teams for their direction and assistance throughout
2019.
As I complete my term, I would like to express what a pleasure it has been to serve on the
Board of Managers over the past four years. The experience has provided me with
opportunities to learn about the inner workings of the church as well as build a variety of
lasting relationships along the way.
Submitted by Erin Schiestel,
Chair of the Board of Managers
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