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THOUGHTS FROM  Rev. Larry 
 

God is here: Emmanuel; all is well 

The Christmas music season is upon us again. Maybe in the malls…I am not sure, but soon  

in the churches.  The choirs are practicing.  As I write this, it is the day after the first practice  

for the Knox church choir in Listowel getting ready for its annual Christmas concert in  

December.  Already, St. Andrew’s, Wingham has been practicing for Carolfest for several weeks.   

 

Christmas music is special.  There is something enchanting about God coming as a baby.  The 
very thought of a little one—so helpless, so tiny, so full of promise—it stirs the imagination.  

Advent inspires as we reflect on the plan of God to rescue wayward human souls from a life of 
separation from God and ultimate destruction. 

 

We are drawn to Bethlehem. The shepherds and the wise men did not make their journeys on a 
whim.  They could just as easily have stayed in the comfort of their bed rolls or their spacious 
dwellings.  But God was stirring in their hearts, inside was a conviction that something greater 
was afoot.  The need to find out what was happening or who had been born drew them out of 
their complacency right to the Saviour. 

 

All is calm, All is bright, by Jason Cox and Lee Black, is a modern composition with an old 
theme. 

  “Long lay the world in sin’s dreadful sway; 
  then came the dawn of redeeming grace. 
  All is calm, all is bright; 
  Hope is born, Love’s alive.” 
Then these profound words: “Come and see, go and tell—God is here, all is well…” 
 
Christ’s birth compels us to “come and see.”  Is there any event like it in the history of man-
kind? And so we rush to the manger, to see the child for ourselves.  Upon seeing Jesus, we re-
alize that “God is here” in this child and “all is well.”  Emmanuel has come.  We must “go and 
tell.” 
 

The news of Christ’s birth is not to be kept a secret.  It cannot be kept a secret. We shall burst if 
we do not share it.  The world shall perish if it does not hear it.  The church will die if it does not 
proclaim it. 

“Come and see, go and tell” describes perfectly God’s balanced pull on our hearts.   

Come and see—surely we must worship at the manger. 

Go and tell—Emmanuel, God with us—this is the best news ever to share! 

At this Christmas may you and your family enjoy all the fullness of God’s presence as we  

celebrate once again Jesus’ incredible coming. 

 

From Larry, Nancy and our whole family! 
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SESSION REPORT 

Submitted by Hugh Clugston, Clerk of Session 

 Session will meet on November 20. 

 St. Andrew's will celebrate Communion on December 1, 2019. 

 The regular Session meeting will be held on January 15, 2020. 

 

 

 

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Worship Ministry Team Members:     

 Shelley Sullivan, Chair Person, Rev Larry, Rev Carel, Jane & Michaela Tolton, Louise Bloemberg,  

               Tim Sullivan, Merle Underwood 

Romans 8:28 NLT    “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good, to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 

Our team’s dedicated group of Jane Tolton & Louise Bloemberg, with expertise from Nathan 
Laidlaw and others, has managed to train and support a number of new people from our con-
gregation in learning our sound, visuals and recording systems.  A new schedule for running 
the systems including the new trainees has been set up.  Many thanks to those involved in this 
endeavour. 

 

  

On Sunday, October 20th we celebrated 
our 157th “Anniversary Sunday” at  
St. Andrew’s.  The guest minister giving 
the sermon was Rev. Paul Sakasov.   
His sermon was entitled, “Memory 
Stones.”  The congregation enjoyed  
special music for the service, performed 
on the harp by young, Elise Puska from 
Goderich.  Elise is a student of Sharon 
Johnston, harpist, also of Goderich.  Elise 
performed three beautiful pieces during 
the service.             Rev. Carel with Rev. Paul Sakasov  

Anniversary Sunday, October 20, 2019 



5 

Youth Praise Team - We are pleased to announce that, Colson Smith has agreed to take the 
position of Youth Praise Team Leader.  The Youth Praise Team Leader reports directly to the 
Ministers regarding the worship service.  The Leader also reports indirectly to the Worship 
Ministry Team.  We would like to congratulate Colson for agreeing to carry out the duties of 
the Youth Praise Team Leader in bringing songs of worship to the Lord. Many thanks to the 
members of the Youth Praise Team for their dedication to St. Andrew’s. 

 
 It was good to see how many people came out for our Remembrance 
Day service held on November 10th.  Rev. Larry’s sermon message, 
“Remembrance Day: God Remembers,” assures us that our Lord does not 
forget, not even one soul who died or what they died for. God’s memory 
is perfect and complete.  John Mann recited the names of those on the 
Honour Roll.  Joy Rutherford piped in and out for the Remembrance Day 
segment of the service.   
Thank you to both John and Joy for contributing to the service.    

 
 
Just a reminder that St. Andrew’s church is hosting Carol Fest this year.  It will be held on  
Wednesday, December 4th at 7:00 p.m. Please mark your calendar and take note that the 
event has been changed from a Thursday evening to a Wednesday evening.  St. Andrew’s choir 
has been practicing on Monday evenings and we look forward to their chosen songs to praise 
the Lord.  The Social Committee will serve refreshments provided by choir members, following 
Carolfest.  Please come out and join us for an evening of inspiration.   
 
 
Coming Events: Sun. November 24th   Honour in Song 
   Sun. December 1st  Communion  
   Wed. December 4th   Carol Fest    
   December 1, 8, 15, & 22rd  Advent Services 
Following the November 24th service, featuring “Honour in Song,” everyone enjoyed  a ham & 
scalloped potato luncheon held in the Fellowship Hall.   
 
 

Our Team members are making plans for Advent and Christmas 
Services.  So, with Christmas soon upon us, the Worship Ministry 
Team wishes much joy and serenity throughout the season, to 
everyone at St. Andrew’s.   
 
 
 

Submitted by: Shelley Sullivan 
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY TEAM 
Chair: Phillip Smith  

 
Ladies' Bible Study has completed a five-week study by Max  
Lucado called Anxious for Nothing. Nineteen women participated. 
Studies were led by Mary Campbell, Verna Taylor and Gwen 
Laidlaw. We ended by enjoying a fellowship lunch including prayers 
for each other. 

     
Two home Bible Studies have begun. One group meets at the Woods' home and is studying 
New Testament characters and the other group meets at the Clugston home and has  
begun  a  five-week study of the book of Acts.  
For more information, call Lorraine Clugston at 357-2754. 

Submitted by Lorraine Clugston 

 
The Powerhouse Partners Program continues to be a blessing to the 
Powerhouse children and their partners.  The opportunity to come to-
gether and share in singing, crafts, skits and games has deepened rela-
tionships and provided opportunities for wonderful fellowship.  
A very successful program was held on November 4. Many thanks to 
all who participated. 

 
Preparations continue for the transition to the new start time in January.  
 
The children will be performing Christmas songs during the service on December 15th.   
 
Submitted by Phillip Smith  

November get together focused on friendship and 
helping others. 
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REBECCA SAGE  with Pat Gaunt 

September 29th Pat Gaunt from the Out-
reach Ministry Team welcomed Rebecca 
who shared some of her ministry stories 
from the past year. Stories of how God has 
been working in the lives of the youth she 
meets through her programs.  Rebecca has 
been with Youth Unlimited (Youth for Christ) 
for almost five years.  She  co-ordinates after 
school programs and summer camps for  
elementary school children in Bobcaygeon.  
It is her desire  to see young people’s lives 
transformed as they come to know the per-
son of Jesus and have God’s truth active in 
their lives. Rebecca appreciates the financial 
and prayer support from St. Andrew’s. 

To see an example of your donated funds at work check out this computer link to see a   
Samaritan’s Purse Emergency Hospital at work in the wake of the terrible hurricane damage  
in the Bahamas.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Au-H1jmsCL0&feature=youtu.be  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eZQUFZMw7o  
https://s3.amazonaws.com/static.samaritanspurse.org/images/SP_Media_Resources/
Video/EFH_Set-Up_B-roll.mp4  

 

     
 

OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM 
Submitted by John Mann 

 

Put North Of 50 on your calendar for the second Thursday of the month. 
You will enjoy the social hour and the delicious goodies.   

We gather in the Upper Room at 10:00 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samaritans Purse Indonesia 565.00 

Julia Norman  1,520.00 

Food Grains Bank  1,415.00 

Back Pack Program 495.00 

Bahamas Relief 2,555.00 

Rebecca Sage  590.00 

TOTAL  7,140.00 

The Outreach Ministry Team would 
like to thank the congregation for 
their generous support to various 
Missions projects.  

We have included a summary of 
your Mission givings to date in 
2019 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Au-H1jmsCL0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eZQUFZMw7o
https://s3.amazonaws.com/static.samaritanspurse.org/images/SP_Media_Resources/Video/EFH_Set-Up_B-roll.mp4
https://s3.amazonaws.com/static.samaritanspurse.org/images/SP_Media_Resources/Video/EFH_Set-Up_B-roll.mp4
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The Service Ministry Team consists of Grant Currie, Arnold Taylor; Doug Conley 

  

In October, The Service ministry Team met with the Church Ministers and the Church Secretary-
Treasurer to review the Secretary position, since it is newly occupied. 

  

The Service Ministry Team will be completing year end reviews for the Church Janitor and the 
Church Secretary-Treasurer. The Service Ministry Team will also be working with the 
Board of Managers in completing contracts for 2020. 

 
 Submitted by Grant Currie, Chair SMT 

 

  Missed Church?  
 
You can hear the sermon you missed on Sunday 
as well as view our weekly bulletin.      
Check it out at  Www.standrewswingham.ca 

Having trouble hearing  the sermon on Sundays? 

We have 3 hearing devices available for use, that enhances sound  
from the sanctuary sound system without interference from any am-
bient noise. It comprises of a small body pak (3” x 5”) with regular  

stereo headphones. (you may wish to bring your own)  

Please ask the an usher at least 5 minutes  prior to the start of the  
service. 

Operation Christmas Child 

  A number of Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes were collected and dedicated during the worship 
service on Sunday November 17. We thank Fred Summers  for driving the gifts bound for Samaritan's 
Purse  to the depot from where they will be transported to children in various countries. Let us pray 

for God's protection over these gifts as they travel and for the children who will receive them. 
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FELLOWSIP MINISTRY TEAM 

Submitted by Nancy Campbell 

Fellowship Ministry Team Members - Nancy Campbell - Chair, Kathy Armstrong, Hugh Clugston, 
Laura Newson, Corrie Nixon, Liz O’Neil, Joe Smith,  
Verna Taylor and Karen Webster. 
 
 
The Fellowship Team continues to minister to the congregation by providing a variety of events. 
Coffee hours on September 29 and October 20 were very well attended. The October coffee 
time, held on our Anniversary Sunday was a wonderful opportunity for our guest minister, Paul 
Sakasov, to reconnect with so many friends. 

 
 

On Saturday September 28th, twenty-eight people from our church 
family attended the Old Time Country Gospel at the St. Jacobs 
School House. What a delightfully uplifting afternoon we experi-
enced as we    listened to and clapped 
along with the singers and musicians. 
Following the  performance we fellow-
shipped over  supper at the Harvest 
Moon Restaurant in St. Jacobs. 

 

 

Our annual Ham and Scalloped Potato Luncheon was held on          
November 24th following the morning service conducted by Honour In Song youth. It was     
delightful to visit with them during lunch. What a blessing it is to see young people who are so 
committed to their faith. Good food and fellowship is a winning combination! 
 

 

Did you enjoy last February’s Beach Party? Plans are underway for Fun Night 2020 to be held on 
Saturday, February 8, 2020 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. This is an excellent way to chase away 
those winter blahs. Fun and fellowship for all ages. Watch the Sunday bulletin for upcoming in-
formation. 
 

Mark your calendar! Save this date! We need you!  

Saturday, February 8, 2020.        Annual Fun & Games Night 

                                                          “ Come to the Circus “    

                                                              7:00 pm to 9:00pm 
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GOFORTH 

Submitted by Karen Webster 

 

Members of Goforth WMS have had a busy fall season. Several people attended Fall   
Rally for Maitland Presbyterial which was held in Lucknow on Saturday, October 5. A meaning-
ful service based on Fellowship was led by Lorraine Clugston. The Sacrament of Communion 
was observed with Rev. Paul Sakasov. Following a delicious lasagna luncheon, members experi-
enced Messy Church which is an ecumenical outreach program in Lucknow that is held once a 
month. Families attending it take part in crafts, music, Bible stories, games and a meal.  

 

 

 

On October 9th five ladies travelled to the 
Stratford Mission Depot that Jean Aitchison runs.  

A full load of pneumonia vests, mobility aids, 
sports equipment and medical supplies was            
delivered. A busy morning was spent sorting donated 
materials, packaging supplies for mission trips and 
working in the depot pharmacy. 

 

 
 
 
 
For the third time this year, members had the pleasant task of choosing a mission     

charity to receive the $100 that the grocery tape collection generates. This time, Samaritan’s 
Purse will be getting the money to aid in the recovery efforts following the recent hurricane in          
the Bahamas. 

 
Regular Goforth meetings are the third Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.  
All are welcome. 

  

 

 

Jean Aitchison, Merle Underwood and Laura Newson 
in the Stratford Mission Depot pharmacy 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

As reported in the September Newsletter, St. Andrew’s Social Committee is an active           
committee in the church to provide lunches and meals for various events such as funerals, 
special dinners and other church celebrations. 

To date the committee is considering the following event ideas: 

2020 Pie Sale - Spring (Easter) 

2020 Apple Pie Sale - Fall (Thanksgiving) 

2020 Cookie Walk Sale - Winter (Christmas) 

 
 
Thank you congregant members for the wonderful ideas received to date.  Our committee  
welcomes any and all ideas for future consideration. Please direct these to any social           
committee member or to the church secretary. 
 

Upon finalization of proposed event plans, information will be provided in the weekly church 
bulletin, so Listen Up for it. 

 

Also, a big Thank You to all volunteers signed up to assist at planned events.  If you are hearing 
about the social committee for the first time and have a desire to participate and share in the 
camaraderie St. Andrew’s has to offer, we would love to hear from you.  Just leave your name 
and contact information with the church secretary and a member will contact you. 

 

Galatians 5:13  “Through love serve one another” 

 
Submitted by Verna Hodgins 

Leader 1 -  Debbie Currie 
Leader 2 -  Clayton Baird  
Members -  Marilyn Baird 
Member -  Verna Norgate  

Co-Chair– Vena Hodgins 
Co-Chair - Trudy Thomson 
Secretary - Shelley Sullivan 
Treasurer -  Louise Bloemberg 
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BOARD OF MANAGERS  
                                       
Submitted by Erin Schiestel    

       
 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing!”  Psalm 100: 2 
 
 
Joint Meeting of Board and Session 
A joint meeting with Session was held November 13, 2019.  This provided both parties the     
opportunity to participate in an open discussion of church business.   
 

Nominating Committee 

A Nominating Committee has been formed to offer 5 gifted believers the opportunity to serve 
on the Board of Managers for a three year term.  Caring for the church’s property and oversee-
ing its finances is the board’s ministry of stewardship.  When each of us takes our turn, we are 
building a stronger church community and our understanding of the needs of our church.  New 
members will be voted in at the annual meeting.  Please prayerfully consider accepting this re-
warding role. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Clean Up 

Due to weather conditions, this is the second year we had to cancel our                                                      
Fall Clean Up.  Many thanks to Sylvia Gibson for taking initiative to                                             
winterize the flower beds at the front of the church, ensuring they were                                 
ready when the first snow fall landed.  We are blessed to have a                                                  
horticulturalist in our congregation. 

 

 
Painting 
 
This fall, the hallway outside the kitchen and the area around the 

basement washrooms received a fresh coat of paint.  This job was 

completed by several volunteers.  Thank you to Louise Bloemberg, 

Rudy Bloemberg, Verna Hodgins and Erin Schiestel who worked hard 

to see this job was completed. 
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Financial Report Ending October 31,  2019  

2019 Annual Budget 219,575.67 

Year to Date Income 138,200.75 

Year to Date Expenses 158,890.91 

October Income Actual 15,596.74 

October Expense Actual  13,542.25 

Fire Drill 

Our annual fire drill at St. Andrew’s was held on Sunday October 27, 2019.  Thank you to Erin 

Schiestel, Joe Smith, Rudy Bloemberg, and Julia Norman for their efforts to ensure the church 

was cleared.  Also, a thank you goes out to the congregation for exiting the church in a safe 

and timely    manner. 
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Board Member Information 

After the January 2020 board meeting, members who have served their term of office will 
be replaced with new members.  Board members completing three years include: Joe Smith 
(Internal), Julia Norman (Internal), David Wall (Internal), Shelley Sullivan (Co-Chair/Finance); 
and completing four years, Erin Schiestel (Chair). 

A big thank you goes to each of these individuals for serving St. Andrew’s in this capacity. 

Should you wish to connect with representatives of the current board, please feel free to 
contact the committee chairs at any time. 

Chair:     Erin Schiestel 
Internal Committee:  Joe Smith 
External Committee:  Mervin Baker 
Finance Committee:  Shelley Sullivan 
Secretary/Treasurer: Louise Bloemberg 
 

On behalf of the Board of Managers, I wish each of you a Merry Christmas!  We pray God 

will continue to bless you with peace, love, and joy! 

Minister  Rev. Carel Grundlingh      226 - 222-0051     
   carel.grundlingh@gmail.com     
Minister  Rev. Larry Skinner            519 - 492-0081                 
   larryskinner@cyg.net 
Church office   standrewspc@hurontel.on.ca  519 - 357-2011         
Session Clerk    Dr. Hugh Clugston            519 - 357-2754                    
   clugston@eastlink.ca 
Treasurer          Louise Bloemberg             519 - 357-2146             
   lbloemberg@hurontel.on.ca 
Church Website: www.standrewswingham.ca 
Find us on Facebook: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Wingham 

http://www.standrewswingham.ca

