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As followers of Jesus we constantly draw

on our previous experiences as children of
the living God when facing hardship or
uncertainty. We remember how God
came through for us, how He provided
comfort, proximity and an outcome. We
can see God’s hand in the toughest
seasons of our lives. Remembering these
previous encounters with God makes it
easier for us to believe that God will come
through for us again. Actually this is
a habit of God’s people throughout Scripture: to actively find ways of remembering
what God has done in the past.
When we really go through a tough
season, we might get stuck in the past, in
the act of reminiscing.
But God doesn’t only live in the past. He is
fully alive and involved in today – and not
less so than He was in the time of the
Biblical heroes. In one particular chapter of
Isaiah, the prophet writes that this is what
the Lord is saying about only living in
the past, only remembering without this
facilitating real hope for the future:
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on
the past. See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:18-19
God is saying to them: “Don’t stop there!”
There is more to serving God than just
remembering how good He has been to
you in the past. God never says: “I am
done, I have done everything for you I
wanted to do. We are at the end of the
plan. Well played...but that is it!”

Whenever God brings us through something we can rest assured that it is never
the last hurrah. There is always more,
there is always a next time, there is always
the promise of: “Behold, I am doing a
new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness ...and rivers in the desert.”
This is the nice thing about serving God:
He is both steadfast and unchanging,
yet His mercies, his plans are new every
morning – He just keeps on doing these
new things in our lives. So be on the
lookout for the new thing God is doing in
your life in this time....be on the lookout
for clues of the new thing God is doing in
our church.
God says: “I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” We
need to trust Him for that.

Carel

PAGE

Back to basics

2

little agitated with God.
God seems to be speaking
a different message than
what my understanding
suggests. When that happens all we can do is rely
on the verse six part
of that passage from
Proverbs.
Acknowledge Him and He
will make your paths straight.

It has been a fact of my spiritual journey

that God has had to remind me again and
again of certain truths. I guess I am a slow
learner. Proverbs 3: 5, 6 goes like this:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
And do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths straight.
Those verses are worth memorizing if you
have never done so. Of all the things that
we crave as children of God one of the
most important is to know and hear the
voice of our heavenly Father. Sometimes
life here on earth can seem pretty distant
from God. We strain to hear His voice.
When we have difficult decisions to make
we wish that God would just shout out
the right answer or the right direction to
go. “God, would you get up in a plane with
a banner trailing behind with a message for
us?” “God would you quiet all the other
voices in my head save your voice?”
“God, you could even speak in a whisper,
in a gentle wind, like you did for Elijah…
but just speak.”
Nancy and I have had some difficult
decisions to make lately and I have been a
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When God’s thoughts
expressed through other voices or in the
way that circumstances are working out
seem to be at odds with my own preference, I am told not to rely 100% on my
own understanding. That does not mean I
don’t use my brain or think things through.
It simply means that at every turn in the
decision-making process, I acknowledge
the wisdom and the sovereignty of God.
And He will ultimately work out His
preferred direction.
Finding God’s guidance is one of the basics
of the Christian life and we yearn for it
because it settles us in our relationship
with the Lord.
It makes the difference between knowing
about God and knowing God. It allows
us to move beyond fatalism to taking the
view that God personally plans our steps.
Ultimately, it gives us assurance that we
are on an eternal path.
But for now, it helps me to sleep at night.
God bless you all as you strive to hear His
voice,

Rev. Larry
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Session

Submitted by Hugh Clugston
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ANNUAL
MEETING

The

annual business meeting of St. Andrew's,
originally scheduled for February 3, 2021 has been
postponed until the lockdown is lifted and we can
meet together in person. Date to be announced.
Also our next communion will be held on March 7,
2021.

Fellowship Ministry Team
Isaiah

43:2 reminds us
“When you pass
through the waters, I
will be with you.”
How thankful we can
be, that God gives us
such reassuring words,
especially during these
unsettling times.
The Fellowship Ministry
Team has been challenged to find different
ways to connect with
our church families.

In November we decided that we would make and
deliver a hot soup and dessert lunch to a random
number of households. What a treat this was for
twenty-seven households. We are a caring church
and this gesture warmed many hearts. We plan to
provide more random lunches in the coming months,
until we are able to be together again in person.
The team continues to reach out to our church
families through phone calls and safe outdoor visits.
Anyone who wishes to access the Prayer Chain, or
receive notice from the Prayer Chain please contact
the church office ( 519-357-2011 ), Rev. Larry ( 519492-0081 ) or Merle Underwood ( 519-357-2316 ).

Christmas 2020 - A new thing?
We

miss the “brief, bright hour of fellowship “
that comes with worshipping together weekly so I
asked my friends/relatives the following question:
“ Is there anything that stood out new for you
this Christmas- a scripture verse or a line from a
carol that you never reflected on before?”
Here are the various answers I received:

Submitted by Nancy Campbell

Submitted by Hugh & Lorraine Clugston



“A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices” . It struck
me as we approached Christmas this year that
the world was “weary” of COVID 19. Even
thinking of the Christmas message of hope sends
a little thrill to people and causes us to rejoice.



I never really thought of Silent Night as having
much serious theology in it, but the line ”Son of
God, love’s pure light” really resonated with me
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this year. Every word of “love’s pure light” is
meaningful. Jesus is love because God is love. He
is the light. There is no darkness in Him. It is
a pure light. When I think of the harshness of
artificial florescent light, it contrasts greatly with
the warmth of natural sunlight lighting a room. It
is a warmth characteristic of the Son of God who
extends to me pure warmth of love.


One thing that was new to me this year was the
message in our Christmas Eve service. I had
never thought before of the spiritual warfare
involved in the "Word becoming flesh”. For the
Son of God to become a human, made becoming
our Saviour possible. The battle that was
described in the story made me realize what a
spiritual battle was involved with the archangel
Michael winning over Satan in the amazing
incarnation. No wonder the angels sang.



Again this year we had gifts and I thought about
how Jesus was the “gift” from God to us. He is
the best gift.



I heard a message on Joseph that I hadn’t thought
of before. Joseph is described as being a “just
man”. Not only was he wanting to obey the law
but he went beyond that to obeying the special
message from God through the angel “Do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife for what is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit”. Joseph
obeyed what he knew God wanted him to do
and with that he changed history. He became
known for keeping Jesus and Mary safe, providing
for them in Bethlehem, Egypt and Nazareth. He
has a place in history because of his willingness to
obey God.



I had to choose one verse to put on our cards
and I went with the message of the angel “unto
you is born this day in the city of David,
a Saviour who is Christ the Lord”. We have a
Saviour and that is the most important message
to me of what Christmas is about.



The amount of publicity the press gave to the
“Star of Bethlehem” was surprising. It gave
credibility to the story of the “star” .Was it really
Jupiter crossing with Saturn that caused such a
light? The press seemed to imply that such a
story could be true.
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This year has highlighted to me that God likes it
when we are “down to earth”. We should carry
out our lives with humility and service. Because
of Him, we can realize that He loves us no
matter what our circumstances. He wants us to
give and He sent Jesus to show us that.



I was reading of the “Tree of Life”. It was made
of wood and was in the Garden of Eden. Also the
manger was made of wood and the cross was
made of wood. God put together His perfect
plan.



God’s perfect plan is for our best. Even when it
doesn’t suit me, I will trust Him. Here I am in
Thailand feeling sorry for myself because I can’t
be with my daughter who is getting married in
the USA. I really wanted to be with my daughter
on her wedding day but I can’t because of
COVID 19. It struck me when singing Silent
Night that Mary’s mother couldn’t be with her
either. Not on the trip to Bethlehem, during the
birth of her first child or on the flight to Egypt.
And yet God was able to carry out his perfect
plan without Mary’s mother being with her.
I must learn to trust God to carry out His
sovereign will in my daughter’s life and trust that
God is still doing His work here in Thailand.



I reflect that the best gift I could get was given to
me. My husband survived a terrible accident and
he is still here with us to celebrate Christmas
together. I’m grateful.



I wondered for the first time, Why did Mary have
to put Jesus in a manger? If the town was full
of relatives because of the census, could no one
take them in? Were they shunned? Did their
culture of eastern hospitality get dropped or
simply ignored? I wonder.
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Worship Ministry Team

Submitted by Shelley Sullivan

give some relief to our current volunteers. We ask
the Lord’s blessing in this endeavour.

“God has given each of you a gift from his great
variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve
Worshipone
Ministry
Team Peter 4:10 (NLT)
another.”

We offer our sympathy to everyone who has been

affected by the Coronavirus and our prayers to those
who have lost a loved one. We look to the Lord
Jesus for His comfort, compassion and mercy during
this difficult time we are living in.
The Team had not met since March 11th, 2020 until
September 30th of last year. Covid-19 certainly
changed our plans and routines from our usual
agenda items. However, wearing masks and social
distancing allowed us to meet twice in the fall.
Last summer, we were thankful for a new team member, Bev Foubert who joined us. Sadly, we accepted
the resignation of Louise Bloemberg in September.
Newly trained volunteers for the sound & visual
systems were unable to continue on during the early
Covid-19 lockdown, which is understandable under
the circumstances. Unfortunately, it has left only two
people who are able to run the sound system. As
well as one person with helpers to run the camera &
visual systems. We are so fortunate to have this small
core of devoted people in our church. We are so
blessed that they show up every Sunday morning.
Thank you Paul, Nathan, Jane & Michaela, Logan
& Caleb for all you do, so that we may enjoy our
Sunday services.
However, when Covid-19 allows, we will make an
effort to recruit new volunteers again, which would
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One main event prior to the Christmas season that
we all look forward to is Carolfest. It was certainly
missed in 2020 by many people. This was a lovely
evening with beautiful Christmas carols, music and
refreshments with local church choirs performing. It
was a social event that seemed to kick off the season
of Christmas. We pray that the event might be
organized again for the 2021 Christmas season; God
willing.
A small group including Jane & Paul Tolton, Bev
Foubert and Shelley Sullivan were able to put up both
Christmas trees just prior to Christmas. There was
garland draped along the sides of the Nave and
poinsettia and candles placed at the front of the
church. A new wreath and candles were set up for
Advent.
The theme for Advent, presented by our ministers
was, “What If … Jesus Was Never Born?” The
sermons helped us to really focus on the birth of
Christ and the meaning of His existence. In Him,
we find a love and compassion like no other. As
Christians, we can’t possibly imagine life without
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.
It would be wonderful if we could return to our usual
routines, to go ahead with our meetings and the
work we would like to accomplish. We wish to feel
that we are able to move ahead in our plans for the
church. We want things to become, “normal” again.
To have a bit of control as to where we can go and
what we can do, to not be in fear of becoming ill with
Covid. As we wait for vaccines with hope of ridding
the world of the Coronavirus, we need to be
reminded that God wants us to trust him and attend
to His timing.
“I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of
the Lord in the land of the living! Wait for the
Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!”
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Service Ministry Team
The

Service Ministry Team of St. Andrew’s,
Wingham completed independent reviews with the
Church Secretary, Church Treasurer and Church
Custodian during the last quarter of 2020.
The Service Ministry Team does not supervise these
positions, but does meet with them on an
independent basis in order to obtain feedback from
the individual, i.e. changes required, problems with
the position, or anything they feel should be
addressed. A brief summary of the review is

Goforth WMS
Welcome 2021!

Submitted by Grant Currie

forwarded to the direct supervisor, i.e. Secretary –
Ministers; Treasurer – Board of Managers; Custodian
– Board of Managers.
The Service Ministry Team held a meeting with the
Ministers in December to review the past year and a
discussion on developments as we move into 2021.
The Service Ministry Team would like to wish everyone a Happy and Safe New Year.

Submitted by Laura Newson & Bev Foubert

other that “We’re in this together.”

As a group we don’t have a lot to report but
hopefully that will change in the months ahead.
We have continued to pray individually for
those things that have come to our attention:

for members who have suffered
bereavement, and for those who
continue to battle the effects of accidents and ill health

for those of our church who have been
the first to respond during times of
crisis in the lives of those in our
community

for those who are involved in ministry
in the world at large. Jean Aitcheson has
been successful in finding alternative
Laura Newson and Lorraine Clugston assembling the gifts
accommodation for the Stratford depot
so keep those knitting needles clicking, and
save other items that Karen will take when
social distance is less of an issue.
We have given out two more prayer shawls during
the last few months. It is an ongoing ministry so
there is always a need for more shawls.
Fellowship has required more creative ideas. We
were pleased with the response to the small gifts
we distributed over the Christmas season. Our aim
was to encourage our members and remind each
The gifts they distributed
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A chorus from childhood has been
going through my mind recently.
I wonder if you know it?
“With Christ in the vessel we can smile at
the storm as we go sailing on.”

“With Christ in
the vessel we
can smile at the
storm as we go
sailing on.”

It doesn’t make the storm disappear,
but it sure makes the sailing better.
Karen Webster and Bev Foubert
assembling the gifts.

Operation Christmas Child
The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to

shoe boxes for 2020!
Thank you to everyone
who gave a shoebox filled
with gifts and shared this
tangible expression of the love of God.

Every year since 1993, Samaritan’s Purse has
collected shoebox gifts filled with toys, school
supplies, and hygiene items for children around
the world. Since 1993, more than 178 million
children in more than 150 countries have
received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox.
The project delivers not only the joy of what, for
many kids, is their first gift ever, but also gives
them a tangible expression of God’s love.

Thank you to Lorraine Clugston for taking
initiative in organizing the shoe boxes and Fred
Summers for driving the boxes to the collection
centre in Hanover. Every shoebox collected
travels to Samaritan Purse’s processing center in
Calgary to be
inspec-ted
and
prepared for international shipment by 15,000
volunteers.

provide God’s love in a tangible way to children
in need around the world, and together with the
local church worldwide, to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ.

Since 2009, 23.3 million children have enrolled
in their 12-lesson follow-up discipleship course
for shoebox recipients to learn how to follow
Christ and share Him with others. More than
11.2 million of these boys and girls have made a
decision to accept Jesus as their Savior during
the course. Many are now praying for and
sharing their faith with family and friends. As a
result of this ever-expanding witness, new
churches are starting and communities are being
transformed!
Once again we had the opportunity to be a part
of this and St. Andrew's collected 41 gift-filled
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Hugh and Lorraine
Clugston and Fred
Summers loading the
shoe boxes.
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Discipleship Ministry Team
Powerhouse

distributed Christmas Cards with a
small gift to each child. Hopefully they provided
some joy during the Christmas Season.
Library news
New books were purchased for the library this year
yet due to the pandemic and the decision to close the
library these books have not been circulated yet. I
know for many of you, as you spend more time at
home, a good book may have brought you some
comfort. Here is hoping that we can open the library
and circulate the books soon.

Submitted by Phillip Smith, Lorraine Clugston
& Stephanie Bloemberg

will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD watches over youthe LORD is your shade at your right hand;
the sun shall not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night.
The LORD will keep you from all harmhe will watch over your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
-Psalm 121:1-8-

Memory Challenge for the winter
The DMT is challenging every household to focus on
and memorize Psalm 121 this winter. A verse will be
printed in the bulletin every week from January 3,
2021 to February 14, 2021. We have chosen Psalm
121 from the NIV version:
I lift up my eyes to the hillswhere does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot sliphe who watches over you will not slumber;
Indeed, he who watches over Israel

Board Of Managers
This has been a year like none our generations has
seen before as the Covid 19 pandemic rages on. We
were able to have a fall cleanup this year to gather
the fallen leaves, winterize the flowerbeds and clean
out the eaves trough.
Our finance committee was able to meet in person
before the latest shutdown to come up with a
budget submission for 2021. The board had a new
experience holding our first Zoom meeting in
February thanks to the expertise of Rev. Larry on
setting it up and trouble-shooting during it for us.

Submitted by David Wall

There were no major projects done in 2020 and
thanks to the generosity of our congregation we had
a slight surplus in our income over our expenses.
Our staff and congregation has been excellent at
of coping with the difficulties brought on by the
pandemic It takes some getting used to wearing a
mask and using hand sanitizer whenever you enter
the church when it is open. Thank you for the cooperation.
Our retiring Board of Managers members this year
will be Merv Baker, Murray Lapp, Verna Norgate and
David Wall .

Teams Reported In This Newsletter
SESSION 2021 (p3)

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY TEAM (p3)

Carel Grundlingh (Minister)
Larry Skinner (Minister)
Hugh Clugston (Clerk of Session)

Nancy Campbell (Chair)
Kathy Armstrong (Vice Chair)
Hugh Clugston
Liz O’Neil
Laura Newson
Corrie Nixon
Joe Smith
Verna Taylor
Karen Webster

Clayton Baird
Douglas Conley
Grant Currie
John Mann
Joe Smith

Phillip Smith
Arnold Taylor
Jane Tolton
Paul Tolton
Merle Underwood

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM (p5)

GOFORTH WMS (p6)

Shelley Sullivan (Chair)
Merle Underwood (Vice Chair)
Rev. Carel Grundlingh
Rev. Larry Skinner
Bev Foubert
Tim Sullivan
Jane Tolton (Recording secretary)
Michaela Tolton

Laura Newson (President)
Bev Foubert (Secretary)
Lorraine Clugston (Treasurer)

SERVICE MINISTRY TEAM (p6)
Grant Currie (Chair)
Arnold Taylor
Doug Conley

BOARD OF MANAGERS (p8)

David Wall (Chairperson)
Louise Bloemberg (Secretary-Treasurer)
Merv Baker
Jeff Bloemberg
Rudy Bloemberg
Jayne Collina

Murray Lapp
James Newson
Verna Norgate
Isabell Young

Session Representatives
Clayton Baird
Doug Conley
Grant Currie

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY TEAM (p8)
Phillip Smith (Chair)
Heather-Lyn Smith (Vice Chair)
Stephanie Bloemberg
Lorraine Clugston
Shannon Gillespie
Jordan Sutherland
Lauren Sutherland
Tanya Toll

Email: standrewspc@hurontel.on.ca.
Address: PO Box 115, 281 Josephine Street ,Wingham, N0G2W0
Church Website: www.standrewswingham.ca
Find us on Facebook: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Wingham

